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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE TEHRAN 05913 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PEPR, SA, PK, AE, IR 

SUBJ: AFGHANS LEAVING JIDDA 

REE: JIDDA 4400 

1. MFA SOUTH ASIA DEPARTMENT HEAD WAS AS SURPRISED 
AS WE EXPECTED HIM TO BE JUNE 19 WHEN POLCOUNS MEN- 
TIONED REPORT OP AFGHANS LEAVING JIDDA IN SUCH LARGE 
NUMBERS TO RETURN TO APGHANISTAN. HE SAID IRAN'S 
EXPERIENCE WAS JUST THE REVERSE, WITH SIZEABLE NUMBER 
OF AFGHANS FINDING THEIR WAY OVER THE BORDERS, IN 
MANY CASES ILLEGALLY. WHILE HE HAD NO PIGURES, HE 
SAID THE NUMBERS WERE LARGER AFTER THE COUP THAN 
THEY HAD BEEN OVER THE PAST YEAR OR TWO. 

2. HE TOO HAD NO EXPLANATION AND COULD ONLY SPECU- 
LATE THEY HAD BEEN CALLED BACK FROM SAUDI ARABIA 
FOR SOME REASON, PERHAPS INVOLVING WORRY ABOUT WELL- 
BEING OF THEIR PAMILIES. 
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